Tips for Successful Grant Writing

Five basic tips for writing a grant:
1. Read grant proposals that have resulted in funding. If you are asking for money from the LSCEF, approach people who have received funding from this organization and ask to read a copy of their proposal. If you are writing a grant for an item that has previously been funded by the organization, go to the person who received the funding and ask to read their grant proposal.
2. Sell it! You need to be excited about your proposal if you are going to get the reader excited about your proposal. Try to show your passion for the topic/idea.
3. Do your homework. Have research, anecdotal evidence, and/or personal experiences that support the usefulness of your proposed idea. Ideas that are research based are much more likely to receive funding than ideas that you think possibly might just maybe work.
4. Explain how many people this grant will impact - and find ways to impact many different people. If you are writing a grant for materials for your classroom, think of ways you can share those materials with other classrooms, with talented and gifted students, with special education students, etc.
5. Have several people proofread your grant proposal. People reading over the grant requests often look at dozens to hundreds of requests. Proposals that are poorly written or have several grammatical and spelling errors are less likely to awe them than those that are well thought out and grammatically correct.

Additional resources:
Show Me the Money: Tips and Resources for Successful Grant Writing
Ten Tips for Writing Grant Proposals that will Show you the Money
Grant-Writing 101
Grant-Writing 102
NEA Write a Grant
Teachers: Top 10 Tips for Successful Grant Writing
